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EDITORIAL NOTES. 


This week’s issue of The Record may appropriately 
be known as ‘I'he New Charter Number. Through- 
out our pages this question is to be found most 
prominent. Two gentlemen discuss the subject in 
our articles, and Mr. Mulvey, in the correspondence 
column, informs us that a circular will soon be 
issued to every member asking his opinion on 
certain direct questions. This is a most important 
step, and one which should secure results putting 
beyond a doubt what the profession really desires. 
Individual apathy in 1876 caused members to lose 
some of their most valued privileges. Individual 
energy in 1890 may ensure a return to the former 
and better state when every one of us had equal 
rights in the government of the profession. It 
seems hardly necessary to ask all our readers tu 
reply to Mr. Mulvey’s circular, but the occasion is 
one of such importance that we cannot refrain from 
expressing a hope that no one will neglect the 
opportunity of clearly expressing his views. 


_Mr. Atkinson and Mr. Greaves take very opposite 
views of the question under discussion. One asserts 
that the members of the profession clearly under- 
stood the effects of the clauses of the Charter of 
1876, and voluntarily parted with their rights and 
privileges in favour of the newly created Fellows. 
The other asserts that no one noticed the effects of 
Clause IX. and that it was not discussed at all. 
The history of that Charter is by no means widely 
known, The only record of its origin and develop- 
ment is to be found in the journals of that day. 
These are accessible to every one. aud proof need 
not be wanting of any consideration given either in 
Council or at other meetings of the profession. 

On October 7th, 1875, the Council first decided 
to apply for a Supplemental Charter, and a com- 
mittee was furmed to produce it. On December 
3rd the Charter first appeared before the Council 
and was ordered to be printed and circulated 
amongst the members of Council and the Principals 
of the schools. On January 6th, 1876, the clauses 
~ the Charter were discussed by the Council. On 
March 14th further consideration was given to the 
various clauses, On May Ist, 1876, the Charter 
Was included in the Report of the Council to the 
Annual General Meeting. In July the College 
Solicitor returned the Charter to the Council for 
ee and on September 30 the amended 
ch _- was received by the Council as granted by 
= rivy Council. All this is duly recorded in 

¢ Veterinarian and in The Veterinary Journal, 





but not one line is to be found showing that our 
governing body ever considered Clause IX, which 
robbed the members of their birth-right. Nay, 
more, there is reason to believe that negatively the 
Council of that day prevented discussion outside 
their own body and kept the Charter strictly 
private. At a meeting of Council on October 4th, 
1876, a letter was read from Mr. Daker, Secretary 
of the Lancashire V M.S,, asking why Mr. Hopkin 
could not have copy of the proposed Charter whilst 
one was supplied to Mr, Taylor. ‘The Secretary of 
the College replied ‘he had no authorisation from 
the Council to issue copies to any private individual 
member of the profession whilst the Charter was under 
the consideration of Her Majesty’s Government.” In 
the face of such records as this there are some who 
have the presumption to say that the profession was 
consulted and approved the clauses of the Charter. 
Really, common veracity and common decency sug- 
gest that persons pretending to speak with au 

thority on this subject should refresh their 
memories. 


Amongst the signs of the times—signs of re- 
newed activity and interest in the profession—may 
be noted the large attendance at the annual meet- 
ing and dinner of the Central Veterinary Society, 
held on Thursday last. Mr. Samson, the new 
President, may be congratulated upon having 
brought together the largest meeting of the Society 
which has taken place for ten years. The presi- 
dential address will be found on another page, and 
many of the speakers at the dinner made reference 
to the progress of the profession and the increasing 
interest shown by members in all the leading ques- 
tions before us. : 

We accept the meeting not only as an omen of 
increased activity upon the part of this Society, but 
asa sign of a much wider re-action against that 
apathy which has been the curse of the profession. 
Especially significant was the large attendance of 
the younger members, for it is to them, as a speaker 
at the dinner observed, we must look for the initia- 
tive in carrying reforms and continuing our 
scientific progress. 


The theory that many contagious diseases affecting 
the human subject are the direct result of infection 
from the lower animals finds great favour with 
many medical practitioners. Ever since the Medi- 


cal Department of the Local Government Board 
made their great discovery that scarlet fever origi- 
nated from “some disease of the cow’s udder,” 
enquirers have been at work trying to connect other 
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human diseases with animals. Probably there are 
men who do not know how that scarlet-fever scare 
was laid—how its author was convicted of errors in 
observation and errors in logic, or how its bacteri- 
ologist was proved to have mistaken the Strepto- 
coccus pyogenes for some new organism peculiar to 
scarlet-fever. 

Veterinarians are tolerably well versed in the 
appearances of disease as found in the lower animals, 
and are not at all likely to overlook any condition 
which could give rise to such grave diseases as 
diphtheria, or typhoid, or scarlet-fever. Our prac- 
titioners would be only too glad to assist any medi- 
cal enquirer who wished for infurmation as: to the 


prevalence amongst animals of disease. We should’ 


willingly redouble our usual interest in every 
deviation from health presented by the studs, or 
flocks, or herds, or domestic pets which come under 
our daily notice. Our opportunities for observation 
are greater than those possessed by any other class, 
and during an outbreak of any human disease might 
well be utilised by medical officers, or even by 
private enquirers. 

Our co-operation is not asked, and the result is 
that preconceived theories are supported by facts 
which will not stand verification, and by statistics 
which, with their proverbial plasticity, will prove 
anything. 

Diphtheria has just been discovered by Dr. 
Davison, of Buenos Ayres, to be traceable to in- 
fection from hens, horses, and other animals. Now 
diphtheria is only too common in this Kingdom, and 
the diseases of horses are tolerably well recognised. 
If there were any connection between the disease 
and the animal it is hardly possible to believe that 
some practitioners have not noticed it. Anyone 
who has seen diphtheria in the horse should come for- 
ward, and make public his observations. Are the 
children of stablemen more prone to diphtheria than 
other children? Surely veterinary surgeons and 
their families ought to be interesting pathological 
fields, if animals possess powers of infecting man 
with well-known serious maladies. 

Medical scares in connection with animals cause 
very great inconvenience, and oftentimes heavy 
pecuniary losses. They ought not to be indulged 
in without very strong evidence of their prima facie 
truthfulness. . They interfere with business : where- 
as ‘‘ discoveries” made in laboratories or confined 
to vegetables do little harm, and offer just as much 
fun to the investigator. To say that horses spread 
diphtheria causes a lot of terror and suspicion, and 
after all, does not look very learned. How Touch 
more Innocent, and at the same time 'e sugyres- 
tive of erudition is this sort of thin Th Pi 
of diptheria consists of mycetial : ae 
the spores of various com i aa 
cetous fungi, as distinct pa oe mg se 
fungi, may originate and Prceum 2 a 
these innocent forms of m mt cares on 

r ould may acquire toxic 
properties by growth in noxious media, etc.. etc,” 

We object to unsupported hypotheses being 
promulgated as to the healthy character of the 
horse, or hen, or cow—we have no feeling what 
ever for “ hypomycetous fungi.” . , 





CASES AND ARTICLES. 





PAPILLOMA: IS IT CURABLE? YES. 
By H. W. Caron, M.R.C.V.S. 


Some leading lights in the profession, having 
stated their conviction that Papilloma is not cura- 
ble, and coming from such a source, probably a 
number of members taking it for granted that such 
is the case, 1 beg to tender my testimony that 
Papilloma is curable, in the majority of cases, if 
the proper means are adopted. 

That Papilloma is incurable in the minds of many 
I can well understand: the treatment is by no 
means child’s play ; and in many instances requires 
more time, patience, and tact in dressing than most 
men are disposed to devote to it. ‘The proper pre- 
paration of the foot for, and the proper personal 
application of, the various dressings to the fuot, are 
the great features to bear in mind, and carry out. 

In the month of March last, I was desired to see 
a valuable Shire bred Stallion, 7 years old, that was 
suffering from “Canker” in both hind feet, and 
which was, by the local talent, considered incur- 
able, and slaughtering advised. The owners 
meant clearing out, and I was so taken with his 
good temper, symmetry and stock getting capa- 
bility that { bought him, and treated him as 
follows :— 

Being too powerful for any man to hold, the 
trevis was the only means to fix him. I pared out 
both soles completely, and a deal of the crust, to the 
bottom of the diseased parts, two inches up towards 
the coronet in the off hind, and completely to the 
coronet in the near hind, as far back as the quarter, 
and leaving sufficient of the wall to get three nails in 
at the heel behind twoquarter clips, placed as far back 
as practicable. Welded, inside the shoe, I had an iron 
plate, to cover the whole plantar surface. The 
Loomorrhage for the first few dressings, was pro- 
fuse, owing to the fact that the horse had _ been 
kept up ready for stud, and having a sack of corn 
per week; this of course I at once dropped, and 
fed him on green food entirely. 

The dressings were first nitric acid, well work- 
ed to the bottom of the fungus, and stopped "Pp 
with tar and tow. When the hcemorrhage was 
excessive, ferri perchlor. fort., was used with very 
good effect; and the tar dressing to follow well 
plugged in, and the space well filled with 
the old mould of tow and tar, (the top being te 
moved) it being so much more solid, impervous 
to moisture, and fitting the space; chromic acid, 
argent nit., ferri sulph., cupri sulph., spts. tar, am 
iodoform were all used at various intervals as the 
appearance of the foot suggested. 

After six months patient toil, and persistent 
dressing, varying from every three days, to every 
two, and then daily ; the two feet have perfectly 
healed, and horned over, and the near foot very 
nearly grown to the shoe at the toe of the 


foot ; the off foot has been well these two months. 
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"The shoes were removed every time and the dres- 
sings were adjusted, and the horse placed in the 
trevis, altogether about 120 times. 

Thinking it a duty to the younger members of 
the profession generally, I have given you these 
details. Those who do not feel disposed to dress 
their cases themselves, had better not undertake 
the treatment of them. The old adage ‘“ What 
you want done well do yourself ”’ still applies. 





THE ABUSE OF STIMULANTS, 
By W. Hunrine, F.R.C.V.5. 


In Veterinary practice stimulants such as A\l- 
cohol and Nther are largely used in acute diseases 
accompanied by febrile symptoms, and in the stages 
of debility met with during convalescence.  Per- 
haps they are more largely used in cases of in- 
fluenza and congestion of lungs than in others, and 
these two diseases will illustrate my remarks as 
well as any other. 

The word stimulant seems rather to beg the ques- 
tion of their action. It is comforting to define a 
drug as ‘one that stimulates the system to extra 
activity,” and if we were sure that our pharma- 
copxia contained an agent that did this without 
doing anything more we might feel satisfied in 
using it. But all rapidly absorbed drugs act upon 
many different organs,'and produce effects which we 
often would rather avoid. Ethers and Alcohols 
doubtless cause a general increase of activity in the 
circulatory and nervous systems, but they also act 
directly upon the stomach and brain, and very often 
in a manner we would rather dispense with. We 
may wish “to rouse the system” and cer- 
tainly stimulants may often be relied on to do this; 
but there is a stage of febrile disturbance in which 
this wished-for action very often fails ‘to ‘appear. 
You may pour in stimulants, but the pulse does not 
fall, temperature is not reduced, and the general 
depression of the animal is not relieved. We are 
taught that alcobol reduces the temperature, and 
Without denying this as a general proposition I must 
confess that my experience does not warrant much 
reliance on it when once febrile disturbance has be- 
come well marked. In the primary stages of dis- 
ease, when shivering, blowing and cold extremities 
are the most pronounced symptoms, I have fre- 
quently found stimulants in large and repeated doses 
most effective. When functional disturbance is 
continued for over twenty-four hours I have not 
noticed much good result from the administration of 
stimulants, and I connect their use with the con- 
tintance of some very bad symptoms. 

Che abuse of stimulants—by which I mean their 
continued use after the first few hours of febrile 
disturbance —seems to me to produce cerebral de- 
Rien shown by listlessuess, dullness and utter 
we an i It also causes the pulse to keep 
m Ase normal frequency. The cessation of con- 
Sollee ag of alcohol and ether I have often seen 

Owed ina few hours by a fall of ten or twenty 


beats per minute, and by a return of a more cheerful 
and sensible expression of the eye. 

The value of stimulants at the outset of febrile 
disease cannot be over estimated, but their con- 
tinuance I believe to be bad treatment. In many 
cases they seem able during the access of fever to 
allay the systemic disturbance, and enable the ani- 
mal to throw off the poison or, it may be, prevent a 
local congestion from rising to a more serious stage 
of the inflammatory process. When active con- 
gestion has passed on to stasis 1 believe that stimu- 
lants have no good effect on the local mischief, and 
very decidedly bad effects on the general system. 

In convalescence, when debility has to be met 
there is a great temptation to resort to diffusible 
stimulants, and whisky, brandy or old ale are very 
often administered two or three times a day with 
or without gruel, The result is too often disap- 
pointing. Weakness remains, and the appetite 
very slowly returns. In recent years I have al- 
most entirely given up the use of stimulants in these 
cases,and I find that the horse’s appetite and 
strength return much more rapidly than under the 
old plan.  Diffusible stimulants seem to have a 
most obnoxious effect upon the stomach of the horse. 
The animal derives more good from voluntarily 
eating a handful of oats or some green-fvod than 
from buckets of gruel and spirit poured into him 
from a bottle. | My observations may be incorrect, 
but they were not made on any preconceived theory. 
I have-to thank Mr. Thos. Burrell for the first hint 
many years ago. I certainly received it with lit- 
tle faith, but experience has forced upon me the 
conviction that he was right. The experience of 
others may corroborate or contradict mine, but with 
some confidence I would ask other practitioners who 
trust strongly in stimulants to give a trial to their 
disuse, entirely in convalescence, and in all but the 


| first stages of febrile disorders. 


Nux-Vomica will be found a very useful substi- 
tute in the former, and Salives in the latter con- 
dition, The human being and the horse as patients 
are not analogous. Man too frequently possesses 


great immunity against the action of alcohol, and a 


dose which does him no harm is an absolute poison 
to the lower (?) animal. 


OBSTRUCTION IN LARYNX OF A CALP, 


A short time ago I was asked by a farmer to look 
at a calf of his. He said it was six or eight months 
old, and had been bad in its breathing for a month 
or more. 

On arrival at the farm I found my patient with 
mouth open, and greatly distressed in its breathing, 
rumen slightly tympanitic, pulse quick and weak, 
temperature 102. I came tothe conclusion that 
there must be some obstruction in the larynx or 





pharynx. On questioning the owner I found trat 
on several occasions the calf seemed all right in the 
morning; but the symptoms (more or less violent) 
made their appearance after it was fed. 





Ihad the animal held, and introduced my hand 
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into the pharynx, with the hope of finding a moving 
polypus; but in this I was unsuccessful. I ima- 
gined that the epiglottis felt unusually large, and on 
further examination found its left border to be 
thickened by some sort of growth. I told the 
owner that the opening into the windpipe had grown 
out of shape, and advised him to have it killed. 

On post-mortem, I found the larynx and a few 
inches of the superior end of the trachea almost 
completely filled with food, (which emitted a foetid 
odour) and was no doubt the cause of the extreme 
dyspnea. The epiglottis presented a small hard 
tumour on its anterior surface, close to the left bor- 
der, otherwise this organ was perfectly formed. 
But it seemed to have lost the function of closing the 
glottis during the passage of food through pharynx 
into the cesophagus— if, indeed, it had ever possesed 
it. The trachea and bronchial tubes were lined 
by a thick coating of muddy looking froth, contain- 
ing innumerable little pieces of grass &c. ‘The an- 
terior lobe of the right lung was congested, and hard 
to the touch, very gritty on being cut into, and ex- 
uded white looking pus from the cut surfaces. 
About the root of the lungs was a number of nodules 
varying in size from that of a walnut to a hen’s egg. 
Most of these consisted of a thick, calcified outer 
wall enclosing a quantity of white purulent 
material, 

From the above morbid conditions I considered 
that the cause must have been in operation for a 
long time, but that while its food consisted mainly 
of milk a portion might pass through the glottis 
without causing much inconvenience. 

BEGINNER. 


THE NEW CHARTER, 
By Joun Arxinson, F.R.C.V.S. 


In a recent communication Mr. Briggs, adopting 
an old quotation of his own, disparages the present 
agitation. He appears to suggest that those mem- 
bers taking part in it have some evil ‘motives to 
prompt them, or that they are, with much innocence 
and great ignorance, incapable of seeing that their 
action will be injurious to the profession. He is 
careful however to refrain from giving the very 
slightest reason for his faith. He certainly threatens 
that when the time comes” he will do somethine 
heroic—he will marshall such an array of facts and 
arguments as will inevitably convince even his 
opponents that a New Charter is not wanted. and 
would be most detrimental if it were obtained, 
This line of conduct is just what we should expect 
from a party which has no arguments or facts to 
support it. It will, I hope, deceive no one, nor 
even prevent any waverers from coming boldly for- 
ward to assist progress at next election, ; 

The chief reason a New Charter is required is to 
remove an injustice committed by a Charter ob- 
tained in 1876. ‘That Charter professed to estab- 
lish “a higher degree to be called Fellowship.” 
One clause in it provided that every practitioner 





who did not take this degree within ten years should 
be debarred from holding any post of honour in the 
profession. This was clearly a most unfair clause, 
but it escaped attention at the time, and became 
law. It is acknowledged by all honest men that 
it is quite possible to become a Fellow without giv- 
ing the slightest evidence of any fitness to act asa 
Member of Council. It would have been just as 
logical to have passed a clause to the effect that 
after the expiration of ten years only men 
over forty years of age and weighing over twelve 
stones should be eligible to act as members of 
Council. Iam a Fellow. I took the degree simply 


as “a higher degree’ and I shall be glad to see the 


extraneous privileges attached to it abolished. | 
very much fear these outside privileges are, with 
some men, the sole inducement to become Fellows, 
and I should like the degree purified by eliminating 
all such inducements. 

The injustice of robbing the members of their 
rights I feel certain was not committed wilfully. 
It was an oversight, and only recognised when too 
late. Some very untruthful statements have been 
made about this. It has been said that the ‘* Ninth 
Clause ” was quite understood, and that it was dis- 
cussed at the Council, at meetings of Societies, and 
at an Annual Meeting. If this be true it is easy 
for some one to state where proof of such things is. 
A challenge has more than once been thrown out 
for the production of these proofs. Where are they? 
Instead of references we are put off with dogmatic 
assertion and mere repetition of stale untruths. It 
is quite unnecessary for me to enter into any 
lengthy arguments in favour of a New Charter. 
This has been ably done by many men and many 
Societies. | Messrs. Hurndall, Kidd, and Hunting 
have stated the case with accuracy and precision. 
No one has attempted a reply to their arguments or 
doubted their facts. The last named gentleman, In 
his paper, devoted special attention to the falsehood 
that is so frequently promulgated about “the whole 
profession having been carefully consulted at the 
time.” The result of his search through printed 
records is to disclose the fact that Clause IX never 
was discussed by any one, and that only one man In 
the profession detected its injustice. Not an edi- 
torial note in any periodical referred to Clause IX; 
not a single letter bearing on the point was pub- 
lished ; and the only Society - that noticed it passed 
a resolution “‘ that the Council be requested to with- 
draw the Charter.” 

This question can surely be discussed without 
introducing any personal questions as to each — 
motives, and it will be more quietly settled if eae 
side state facts and verify their references, insteat 
of making dogmatic assertions without a vestige 
of proof. 


Statisties of the Pasteur Institute. - 

During the month of September, according _ a ae 
just issued, there were 158 persons treated at the vod DY 
Institute. Of these, 49 were bitten by dogs Prise as 


i i imals rec 
experiment to have been rabid, 93 by anima ‘mals 
rabid after veterinary examination, and 16 by #™ 
suspected of rabies. 
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IS A NEW CHARTER REQUIRED, 
By Tuomas Greaves, F.R.C.V.S. 





On page 215, 1st November 1890, of Th» Veteri- 
nary Record, I see recorded report of the Lincoln- 
shire Veterinary Medical Association, in which | 
several members discuss the question “is a new 
charter required.” From the observations made it 
would appear that a new charter is very urgently 
required in order to put down quackery ; it would 
appear that empiricism is riding rampant in some 
parts of Lincolnshire, and that this new charter is 
to put all this straight at once. No man can conceive | 
a yreater delusion, and if we are to take this as a} 
sample of the enlightened opinion of Provincial 
members throughout the land, any vote on the sub- 
ject will be entirely wide of the mark. In the first 
place the new charter has not the slightest inten- 
tion, it has not the remotest pretence to prevent 
men from docking horses, or doing anything in the 
way of treating sick and lame domestic animals, so 





I hope and trust every member of every V. M. A., will 
at once disabuse their minds of this erroneous idea ; | 
it must be remembered that a charter is an instru- | 
ment granted by the Queen and her Ministers, and | 
the Queen and her Ministers of themselves have no | 
power whatever to inflict a fine of even half-a- 
crown, or imprisonment on any of her subjects ; 
it requires an Act of Parliament, that is an instru- 
ment combining the authority of Queen. Lords and 
Commons to give a power or authority to magis- 
trates to inflict a fine or imprisonment as a punish- 
ment to any one infringing the said Act, now this 
act we have already, and it is put into mo- 
tion In every case that is properly brought before 
the Council. Now it appears to me the agitators for 
this new charter are so fond of change that they 
would make a change for simply change sake. 
They are fomentors of discontent, who agitate for a 
change, especially so long as the present system 
works so well, and is so eminently satisfactory to the 
profession in general, : 
lhey say the Dual appointment must be 
abolished, but these men have not brought 
—— the slightest evidence, or proof, that 
¢ profession has suffered in the slightest de- 
sree through it. I am prepared to say emphati- 
cally it has been found of immense advantage and | 
convenience to the Council. It is because these 
officers are valuable and useful men, men of un- 
*Werving constancy, men with special aptitude that 
ee have been elected to the Dual office, they are 
pen = oe servants to the profession, and 
whe Poche Loss, it will be a sad day to the 
" ssion if ever this narrow view is adopted. 
= doo the object of it was to create 
the chadhahek alee ve = increased study, to cause 
ond ¥6 teak unas oe — be more respected, 
wouldaspire tot ke thi % st se ei 
ber tilt Gan . po 1igher degree. Every mem- 
kes. Ae oh vary ability can become a Fellow if he 
the time this supplementary Charter was 





Prar Md . é " 7 a 
Sranted in 1876, the profession was wide awake, it is 


a reflection on the professisn to say it was not, it was 
discussed over and over again at every Veterinary 
Medical Association, at many committees and quar- 
terly meetings of Council, and at the annual meet- 
ing of the profession, and approved of at every meet- 
iny,—the whole profession giving a tacit consent to it. 
Therefore I say a new Charter is unnecessary, ny 
deep rooted and I believe well founded conviction is 
that the path of duty lies in the continuance of 
our present system. 


EXPRESSIONS REFERRING TO A NEW 
CHARTER, 


By Various AuTHors. 


Mr. Greaves :--‘ I am surprised to hear gentle- 
men talking about rescinding this (ix) clause. Re- 
scinding it!_why genlemen those who are enlight- 
ened know it cannot be rescinded. The Council can- 
not do it; it is out of our power. The only thing we 


' can do is to get another Charter to revoke the power 


of this (1876) Charter.” 4 

Professor Prrrowarp :-—* 1] am afraid some of you 
may go away with the idea that this clause was car- 
ried unanimously by the Council. 1 should like it 
to be thoroughly understood that there was an op- 
position, and that it was pointed out that it would 
lead to unpleasantness..... { am thoroughly of 
opinion that the whole affair is illegal.” ! 

Mr. Ruruerorp :—* The majority of us hold that 
us members of the Royal College of Veterinary Sur- 
geons we have a right to all the original privileges 
of such membership. These privileges are—the 
right to the honour and distinction of election to the 
positions of member of Council, member of the Board 
of Examiners, Vice-President and President...... 
I am not without hope the objectionable portions of 
the clause will be rescinded, with the result of once 
for all equalising the rights of both Fellows and 
Members.” ! 


Mr. Brices :—* If a man has not the willingness. 
the ability or the time to (becume a Fellow) he will 
not have the time or the ability, or money to sit 
either upon the Couucil or the Board of Examiners 
(oeun To do anything in the matter we shall have 
tv get another Charter.” ! 


Mr. Kipp :—* It would only be an act of justice 
on the part of the Council to restore to those mem- 
bers of the profession the rights and priveleges of 
which they were deprived.” 

“The Examining Board should be separate from 
and subordipate to the Council.” 

“ All members ot Council be elected by the pro- 
fession, and the Vice-Presidents selected by the 
Council from amongst its members.” 2 


Sir H. Simpson :—‘ The only sore point he could 
notice in the 1876 Charter was Clause ix, which did 





1. Birmingham Meeting of National Vet. Association. 
2. Council Meeting, January 1890. 
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not legislate on the lines of the Act of Parliament. 
The latter recognised existing institutions but the 
“clause” did not, because it said that a man who up 
to a particular date had possessed a certain privilege 
should lose it. ‘That was very unfortunate.” 2 

“Tt might be argued that the profession could 
have objected to the clause when it was first drawn 
up, but no one realised its real effect and so it had 
been passed...... The Fellows had acquired 
rights which were unassailable but they must not 
say that the members should go absolutely to the 
wall because in 1876 there was no one who looked 
after their interests.” * 


Dr. Fiemrnce :—‘ The 1876 Charter was two years 
before the profession before it was obtained, but he 
did not remember that: there was a single protest 
against it therefore if the clause deprived members 
of a privilege it was their own fault, for they had 
ample notice.” 2 


Mr, Jas. Simpson :—‘ With regard to the aboli- 
tion of the Fellowship, he would be very sorry to see 
it and he could only say that if the privileges were 
taken away, he for one should demand back the 
fee which he paid for his examination.” 

* By what right were members of the profession 
who obtained their diploma prior to the Supplemen- 
tal Charter, to be deprived of the rights to which 
they were entitled when they obtained their dip- 
Joma?....... He was himself decidedly in favour 
of the Fellowship degree but what he was distinctly 
opposed to was that only Fellows should be elected 
to the Council.” 8 


Mr. Mutvey :---“ 1 was and am still opposed to its 
operation, believing that it is an injnstice to de- 
prive members of the rights conferred by the 
original Charter,” 

“The dual appointment of members of Council 
and Examiners is in my opinion wrong in principle. 
It amounts to this—that the Examiners virtually 
elect themselves.” 4 





Professor Watiey :—* As officials of the Council, 
Examiners should not be allowed to sit as members. 
They are virtually the servants of the Council, and 
itis not expedient that they should be placed in 
such a position as to enable them to vote for their 
own election,” 5 . 

“When the Fellowship was instituted I was a 
Vice-President of the Council. I must confess 
that 1 did not introduce, nor would I now approve 


of that (Clause ix.) It never oceurred to me for one | 


moment that it would deprive members gf the 
privileges they possesed. I do not wish to de- 
prive any member of his rights and privileges, and 
shall not give any vote which may be likely to de- 
prive them of them.” ! 


Professor WILLIAMS :—With regard to the Ninth 





Council Meeting, January 3) 
Council Meeting, 1886. 
Election Address. 

Letter to Mr. Kidd. 
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Clause he felt it was a cause of friction with the 
members of the profession, for they were excluded 
by that clause from being members of Council, 
When any member entered the profession he was 
entitled to all the privileges of the profession and 
one of those privileges was to represent the pro- 
fession.”’ 

‘The only objection tu the dual appointment is 
that the Examiners appoint themselves, but I may 
say that | never saw members of the Council vote 
for themselves.” ® 


Mr. Perer Taytor ‘considered the profession 
wanted » New Charter. He considered that the 
Council should he elected by the profession; he 
even went so far as to say that the Vice-Presidents 
should be elected by the profession at large.” 

“Jf a man were elected as an Examiner 
he should elect either to give up his seat asa 
Councilman or he should vacate the position of 
Examiner.” 

As to Clause ix—‘“ if it was brought forward to- 
morrow he would vote for its abrogation. He con- 
sidered it took away rights it ought not to have 
eer he was for equal justice to every 
member.” 7 } 


Mr. J. R. Cox referring to the New Charter said 
“the expense would be great—better wait a few 
years.” 2 

Professor Brown :—“It was evident that the 
Council were not very enthusiastic about it and soit 
had better be settled at once.” 2 


Mr. Trigger :—“ Clause IX. Modify or waive 
the clause in favor of those disbarred by its opera- 
tion, and freely restore rights of Councilmen. 

Vice-Presidents. ‘I think it desirable that vice- 
presidents should be elected only from members o 
Council, and the Council proportionately increased. 

The Dual Appointment. ‘1 am of opinion that 
any gentleman holding the post of Councilman 
should not be eligible for election as Examiner.” * 


Mr. Hunrine proposed, 
Mr. WuitrrLe seconded, 
Mr. Maxcotm supported the following resoluto, 
‘which was carried at last quarterly meeting ° 
Council :— , 
| “That this Council recognising the resolution 
| carried at last Annual Meeting, and the wishes %* 
_large section of the profession, is of opinion that a 
' Committee should be appointed to thoroughly co" 
sider the subject of a New Charter, to embody ‘he 
define the changes required, and to report t i 
Council; also that the whole Council be ! 
Committee. 

There are ten or twelve members of Council whew 
opinions are not yet formed, or not yet PY i 
expressed, 





oll 





2. Council Meeting, January 1890. 
6. Yorkshire V.M.A., January 31st, 1890. 
7. Lancashire V.M.A., March 27th, 1889. 
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VETERINARY SOCIETIES. 


ROYAL COUNTIES 
VETERINARY MEDICAL ASSOCIATION, 


The next meeting of the Association will be held 
at 10 Red Lion Square, Holborn, London, on Friday | 


28th November. 
H. Kipp, Hon. See. 





SCOTTISH METROPOLITAN 
VETERINARY MEDICAL SOCIETY. 











The next meeting of the Society will be held in 
the London Hotel, St. Andrew Square, on Wednes- 
day, 12th November, at 2.30 p.m. prompt, the Pre- 
sident, H. Thompson, Esq., in the chair. 

Busingss : 

To consider correspondence, which will include 
circular received from the Central Veterinary 
Medical Society, London, and communication from 
the Board of Agriculture in reply to the resolutions 
relative to the new Pleuro-Pneumonia Act, passed 
at Special Meeting of 22nd August. 


Mr. Greaves, F.R.C.V.S., Manchester, will give a 
paper entitled ‘* Reminiscences of Practical Politics,” 
which will embrace Education, Examinations, | 
Students, Dual Appointments, the IXth Clause, 
Veterinary Associations, the National Association, | 
and the Veterinary, Benevolent, and Defence So- 
cieties. 

The subject matter to come before the meeting | 
being of very great importance, and free expression | 
of Opinicn on some of the items being desirable, it | 
is hoped that members will endeavour to be present. 
R. Ruruerrorp, 

Hon. See. 


12 Bread Street, Edinburgh. 


CENTRAL 
VETERINARY MEDICAL SOCIETY. 





At the meeting held at the Holborn Restaurant, on 
Thursday, 6th inst., the following address was given by 
the President of the Society, Mr. F. G. Samson, of 
Mitcham. y . 
GENTLEMEN, 

I have first to thank you for the honour you have con- 
ferred upon me, in electing me as President of this, the 
nage Veterinary Society. I deeply feel the responsi- 
»ility of the situation and consider it a great compliment ; 
my earnest endeavour shall be to carry out the duties per- 
taining to this important position to the utmost of my 
ve er, and to earn the esteem and good fellowship of 
a with whom I shall act. At the same time I am not 
backward in asking the assistance of not only the late 
president, ‘but also of all the members, as only with 
your combined energy and devotion can I hope to have 
: good session and maintain the reputation of the 
Society, and thus be the means of upholding the pro- | 
one _ Such Associations as this vary considerably | 
“ hg times of general activity and prosperity, and | 

mes of depression and laxity, these depend a great deal | 


upon the attendance of the members, therefore I sin- 


| 


| 


cerely urge you, one and all, to not only attend regu- 
larly, but to be punctual so that the business may be com- 
menced at the stated time, and members may not be 
kept waiting. We may assist and lessen the duties of 
our Honorary Secretary by preparing and bringing for- 
ward papers for discussion. I trust the younger mem- 
bers of the professiou will come well to the front with 
papers, for being fresh from their studies their minds are 
more adapted to perform this than the older, busy prac- 
titioner. They mayjalso be the means of teaching the 
older members something they, in their young days, did 
not have the opportunity of learning, there being many 
more branches taught in the schools now than formerly, 
Some may say they have not time to prepare papers, etc. 
To those [ would say try, and if the facts of any of the 
interesting cases which daily occur in our practices are 
plainly brought forward they will not fail to bring out 
the experience of others and thus promote a good dis- 
cussion, from which much both interesting and instruc- 
tive may be learned. Bya free interchange of opinion 
we are enabled to help one another. 

These Societies tend greatly to raise the standard of 
the profession also to foster professional etiquette and 
sociability amongst their members. I am of opinion 
our profession in not united enough: the more united 
it becomes the greater benefit we shall all receive. We 
may with good grace endeavour to increase our numbers by 
bringing forward for membership any professional 
brethren who may not already have been enrolled, for 
the larger the attendance, the more the experience and 
power brought to bear, the better we know one another 


| and conseqnently we shall be of greater assistance and 


instruction to one another. 
There is another poimt I wish to call your attention 


| to viz, the bringing forward and exhibiting of Pathologi- 
‘cal Specimens. These have, I think, beeu much neg- 
lected of late, and L hope this hint will cause you to im- 


prove upon that point. The most simple specimens, 
particularly when the facts and points of interest con- 
nected therewith are related, often tend to promote a 


| good and instructive discussion. The most important 


cases are not the most curious and rare, but the every 
day ones—which we are so apt to hastily dispose of be- 
cause they are familiar. Our haste is too often 
undeserved. In these discussions I cordially invite 
one and all to join. That little uncalled for diffi- 
dence in rising throw away, and join in the discus- 
sion with earnestness and gvod intent—others are 
sure to follow, and thus the standard of this, 
the largest and oldest society, will be kept up. Let me 


| entreat you not to neglect to attend the meetings, but 
come with the intention of being useful to others, and 


you will find the advantages of taking part in the pro- 
ceedings of our meetings are mutual. 

There are many points of interest and value to the 
profession that might be discussed at these meetings, 
eg. the late appointments of travelling inspectors under 
the Board of Agriculture in the new pleuro-pneumonia 
Act; in my opinion, if this had been taken up and dis- 
cussed by ours and other Societies in time, and a de- 
putation forwarded to the proper quarters, the appoint- 


ments might have been different. I cannot but think 
'myself that those veterinary surgeons at the head of the 


Board of Agriculture were to blame, for they should 
have protested against such appointments and shown 


how much better for the position would have been 
men with technical and skilled training. 


It should be remembered by all that the proceed- 
ings of our Societies are now published and anything 
that is brought forward is transmitted to a wide circle 
therefore it behoves us to labour and endeavour to 
maintain and uphold the rights of our profession, then 
the public may see we are advancing and mean to ad- 
vance constantly. 
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grace be discussed at our meetings, for by the combination 
of our Societies, on any subject of politics relating to the 
profession, resolutions might be formed and forwarded 
to the Council which would, I am sure, have their kind 
attention in the best interests of the profession. Re- 
member the Council of to-day is not what it was a few 
years ago. Members now receive hundreds of votes 
where they formerly received about a dozen, therefore the 
Council is bound now to listen tothe united voice of the 
profession ; and these Associations should, in my opin- 
ion, be,the mouthpiece of the profession. 

There are two subjects on which it behoves us all to 
form a clear opinion at once, and to express it so that it 
may be heard. No man should be neutral on the sub- 
ject of Education or on the question of a New Charter. 
We must let our Council know what we desire. 

It has been I think correctly affirmed that the pro- 
gress of a science isin proportion to the advancement 
of its literature, whether we regard the latter as the 
parent or the off-spring itself. Our literature has received 
many valuable additions, and there are many more in 
hand all of which are of great value to the profession 
and tend to keep the busy practitioner in touch with 
the latest scientific discoveries. In the advanced state 
of an art, the written observations, the voluntary con- 
tribution of valuable records by its members, are the 
never failing source of an ample supply of information. 
In the earlier period, or as it may be termed the boy- 
hood of an art, the supply does not flow so abund- 
antly, hence the labours of those who have undertaken 
the onerous duties of editor become wonderfully, | may 
say fearfully increased. 

Agricultural Science must ever be considered as inti- 
mately connected with Veterinary Science. Associa- 
tions, having for their object the improvement of the 
former, have of late years sprung up in almost every 
district of this country, and in the published list of 
of members you see the names of many of the most 
talented men in the Kingdom. These Associations 
must necessarily be attended with beneficial results to 
our profession, and we are further assured of this by 
the recognition the Royal and other Agricultural Socie- 
ties give the Veterinary Profession. 

We may honestly congratulate ourselves upon having 
made great progress, both socially and scientifically 
during the last few years, and still there is room for 
much further advancement, but we are not all endowed 
with the same gifts, nor have we the same opportunities. 
As practitioners we all have opportunities of doing some 
good, and we should embrace them. We owe a vreat 
deal to our profession, and we should endeavour to 
repay a portion of it. [Lf we cannot contribute to the 
discoveries of science we can add to the general store 
of clinical experience, and we can all do our best to 
raise or maintain our professional standard in the eyes 
of the public by proper attention to our clients and 

patients, and by giving and demanding courteous 
treatment between brother practitioners. 

Gentlemen, there is another point of interest I wish 
briefly to call your attention to, viz. the overcrowding 
of the profession, which causes me to think whatever 
will become of us all. The competition, more particu- 
larly in large towns, is very great, this tends to reduce 
our fees both in quantity and quality. This redue- 
tion is of no benefit in maintaining the professional 
status, and if it continues what will it be in years to 
come! The weak will go to the wall and the fittest 
survive, therefore it behoves all likely to practise as 
Veterinary Surgeons to learn their profession thorough- 
ly and be especially trained not only in the theoretical 
parts but also in the practical branches of the art To 
those who are not, certain failure will be the end. 

I now thank you all sincerely for the patient hear- 


| 


| 











Then again the doings of the Council might with good | ing you have accorded me in reading these few remarks 


which I am afraid have not been very interesting. I 
trust as the year goes round we shall feel that one and 
all have learned something through this, the Central 
Veterinary Soctety, and I am sure we shall if you 
will all help. 

F. G. Samson. 


THE YORKSHIRE 
VETERINARY MEDICAL ASSOCIATION. 





On Friday, 31st ult., at the Queen’s Hotel, Leeds, the 
final quarterly meeting for the current year of this 
‘Association was held, Mr. Walter Lodge, of Dewsbury, 
being in the chair, in the absence of Mr. W. A. Briggs, 
of Halifax, who is the president of the Association, and 
at the last moment sent a telegram to Mr. W. F. Green- 
halgh, Leeds, the hon. secretary, stating that he could 
not possibly be present. There were present at the 
meeting, besides those before mentioned, Prof. Penberthy, 
of the Royal Veterinary College; Mr. J. E. Scriven, of 
Tadcaster, the treasurer ; and Messrs. T. Greaves, Man- 
chester; G. T. Pickering and H. Snarry, York; A, 
M’Cormick, G. E. Bowman, and A. W. Mason, Leeds ; 
Philip Deighton, Riccall, York; J. 8. Carter, Bradford ; 
J. H. Carter, Burnley ; J. Appleyard, Halifax; J. F. 
Savage, Army Veterinary Department; M. Robinson 
and J.C. Hodgman, Barnsley; T. C. Toope, Knares- 
borough; J. E. Clarkson, Garforth; J. J. Ridley, 
Beverley ; R. Kernohan, of Ballymeath, County Antrim ; 
J. M. Axe, Doncaster; G. Whitehead, Batley ; James 
Cook, Scarborough; J. W. Wooding, Shepley; F. 
Thompson and E. H. Scott, Harrogate; R. A. Philp, 
Hull, &. Messrs. F. W. T. Clough, of Morley; F. 58. 
Snarry, of Malton; and A. Gledhill, of Halifax, were 
admitted members of the Association, and Mr. F. Barker, 
of Pateley Bridge, was nominated for future member- 
ship. Mr. Ernest White, M.R.C.S., Leeds, was present 
as a visitor, 

The annual financial statement by Mr. Scriven, the 
treasurer, showed a good balance in hand, although 
during the year there had been, it was reported, two 
extraordinary meetings held, and the expense of repre- 
sentation at the meeting of the Council of the Royal 
Veterinary College by Mr. Greenhalgh, the hon. 
secretary. ; 

The Hon. Secretary brought before the meeting 4 
newspaper report of a speech recently made’ by Dr. 
Cameron, the medical officer of health for Leeds, at 4 
meeting in York, in which remarks were made to the 
disparagement of the claims of duly qualified veterinary 
surgeons to have entrusted to them the responsibilities 
and duties of official meat inspectors. The Hon. Secre- 
tary also read a reply to Dr. Cameron’s observations 
which had appeared in the Leeds newspapers, from Mr. 
F. Somers, V.S., of Leeds, their warm approval of which 
the meeting expressed by loud applause. It was pointe¢ 
out by the Hon. Secretary that this defence against the 
attack made by Dr. Cameron had emanated from 4 ge? 
tleman who was so far an independent advocate that he 
did not at present happen to be a member of that Asso- 
ciation. Notwithstanding the appropriateness and in- 
cisiveness of that letter, however, he (the Hon. Secretary) 
thought the opportunity should not be allowed to . 
at that meeting of further enlightening the public ” : 
the facts of the position which the veterinary profee™ 
took up with reference to the interference of ee 
practitioners in matters in respect of which they had ha 
no special training or experience. ca al 

Mr. Toore thought it was advisable not to mere 
resolution on the subject, but by avoiding to do so ie 
Dr. Cameron in the way he had treated them, name” 
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contemptuously. (Hear, hear.) As a profession veter- 
inary surgeons were certainly esteemed sufficiently by 
the public already, without being called upon to assert 
and vindicate their merits and attainments, even when 
they were attacked by such men as Dr. Cameron. 
(Applause). 

The CuarrMAN said he quite coincided in the advice 
of Mr. Toope that the Association should treat with 
contempt the uncalled for and unjustifiable animadver- 
sions of Dr. Cameron, and prefer to leave him to wallow 
in his own self-sufficiency. (Hear, hear.) He and the 
like would soon get tired of such attacks upon a kindred 
profession, and the public would soon decline to enter- 
tain the arrogant assumption that the medical man had 
superior attainments to the veterinary surgeon for 
enabling him to accurately and scientifically diagnose 
what butcher’s meat was fit for human consumption. 
(Applause.) 

_ Mr. Greavesregretted very much that Dr. Cameron had 
in the statement he had made, shown what a low opinion 
he held of veterinary surgeons. It was the fact that 
medical men sometimes differed in opinion as veterinary 
surgeons also differed in opinion as regarded the fitness 
for human food of animals which had been suffering 
from tuberculosis, and so long as this was the case 


veterinary surgeons need not attach much importance to | 


what a medical officer of health said when he chose to 
speak disrespectfully of them. The only way possible in 


which to get into better repute with such detractors was | 


to show that, as veterinary surgeons, they possessed and 


had opportunities of gaining knowledge the medical 
practitioner could not have and knew he could not have, | 
| taking evidence, and on the report of that Commission 


and that they could render great service to the medical 
profession as respected what was fit for human food by 
still further trying to excel their rivals in the knowledge 
required of them as guardians, to some extent, of the 
public health. (Applause.) Coming from Manchester, 
he was sorry to find that in Leeds there existed such a 
feeling of antagonism to the profession of which he | 
(Mr. Greaves) had been so long a member, and he hoped | 
and believed the time would soon arrive when the | 
opinions and status of veterinary surgeons would be | 
treated with some respect, and they would have the full | 
confidence of the public, and even of those who were 
—_ unfriendly critics in one of the most important 
—— of their professional duties. (Applause.) 
b a G. E. BowMAN (Veterinary Inspector) said he | 
eheved that Dr. Cameron’s view was that he had the 
public health to protect, while veterinary surgeons had 
rv yes did not think that veterinary surgeons should 
dey tg eetn carcases at all. (Laughter.) The other 
his meng . had expressed to him that that was | 
oe at he was the only authorised person to | 
Get aa berg ege As to Dr. Cameron’s capability in | 
sae Spect he (Mr. Bowman) did not feel called upon | 
say anything. 
aay ee sey the qualifications of veteri- 
of disease ti 'b gte..:may animals or carcases suspected 
forward. A ° od to any other that could be put 
on animal is ny ee og from a healthy standard in 
=a rma as ¢ them first to detect, and this as well | 
they sins - : the peculiar character of the disease 
perience ef di, me > do because of their constant ex- 
sathohedasl —— animals. Their knowledge of the 
decide e = conditions in such cases enabled them to 
food cal he asc could do what was fit for human 
that, Sch cag not, — it should be borne in mind 
tales eemdiiitieae ce some flesh when cooked under cer- | 
ant that the = fit to be eaten, it was most import- | 
bear on th soundest judgment should be brought to | 
- the matter. He could not but regard Dr. 
‘“imeron’s speech as an insult, 
rofessor PENBERTRY, R.V.C., who was welcomed 


with applause, reminded the meeting that at the present | 
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time a most important Commission was sitting to in- 
quire into the use of flesh of animals which had been 
subject to tuberculosis for human food, and a member 
of the veterinary profession was one of the four Com- 
missioners. (Applause.) He thought that was suffi- 
cient toshow that the highest authority recognised a 
veterinary surgeon as fit and competent to discuss and 
decide upon such a vital question side by side with medi- 
calmen. (Applause.) He did not wish to express any 
opinion of his own as to what qualification a medical 
ofticer had or had not, but he did think that he and 
the veterinary surgeon should always work absolutely in 
unison. (Applause.) He agreed with Mr. Bowman that 
'the medical officer had tv conserve the health of the 

community, and, in fact, he could have no other interests 
| than to do so; but both he and the veterinary surgeons 
‘were only human beings, and so long as there was 
'a chance of humanly erring it could only be wise to 
| guard against it. There was just the possibility that 
| the veterinary surgeon might be affected by a considera- 
‘tion for his client’s interests, and look over things 
‘which in another case he might not do; but still he 
thought that it would soon come about that the medical 
officer would have to work in co-operation with the 
veterinary surgeon, and when carcases had to be ex- 
amined it wonld Le by both the medical ofticer and the 
veterinary inspector. As to the position of the veteri- 
nary surgeon, it hid heen recognised by the Govern- 
ment in the selection of a profesor of the veterinary art 
'to sit on the Commission he had before mentioned. 
He had not been so selected by the Privy Council, but 
the Government had chosen him to assist three others in 





the Government would act, and by the decisio. of that 
Cormission the country would hereafter be governed. 

Mr. Bowman gave notice that at the next meeting he 
would propose— 

That the feeling of this association be ascertained with 
regard to cattle suffering from milk fever, whether their 
flesh in the first stage of the disease is fit for food or not, 
i.e., if the flesh is of a good colour and the internal organs 
are healthy. 

The election of officers for the ensuing year took 
place, when Mr. Toope was appointed president ; Messrs. 
J. Whitehead, A. W. Mason, and the retiring president 


_ (Mr. Briggs), vice-presidents ; Mr. Scriven was re-elected 


hon. treasurer, and Mr. Greenhalgh hon. secretary. 
Professor PENBERTHY having read a paper on “ Some 
of the Common, Diseases of the Foot of the Horse,” 


a discussion followed, and the proceedings terminated. 


LINCOLNSHIRE V.M.A. 


Mr. J. M. Axe asks us to note an error in the report 
of his remarks last week: p. 217, 2nd column, 2nd par., 
9th line—For “ perfectly’ read “ practically sound,”’ 


Identity of Human and Animal Diphtheria. 


In support of this proposition, M. Delthil points 


out that diphtheria may be met with in many diff- 


erent animals with symptoms almost identical. The 
bacillus of the disease in man, when inoculated on 
animals, multiplies with rapidity ; and the disease 
itself may be retransmitted to man with its original 
characters. From these facts, and from the his- 
tory of the disease, M. Delthil concludes it is 
identical in man and animals. 
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EXTRACTS AND NOTES. 


NOTES ON DIPHTHERIA IN ANIMALS AND 
IN MAN, 


Being a Summary of an Investigation carried out 
during an Epidemic in Buenos Ayres. 


‘By James 'T. R. Davison, M.D., Edin. 
Late House-Physician to the Edinburgh Royal Infirmary. 


During the last few years diphtheria has taken a 
firm hold on the population of Buenos Ayres. It 
is the custom in this city to publish in the daily 
papers mortality tables showing the diseases which 
have proved fatal, and the houses where the deaths 
have taken place. With the object of finding out, 
if possible, the causes of this epidemic, 1 undertook 
an investigation, taking as a basis the deaths oc- 
curring during the first half year of 1889. I ex- 
amined the mortality tables, and by their means I 
was enabled to find 260 houses where patients had 
died from diphtheria during those six months. I 
visited each of these houses, and obtained personal 
information as to the special conditions in which 
each house was placed. | will briefly relate the 
most important part of the information I have elici- 
ted during my inquiry. 

The facts gathered enabled me to affirm that the 
great cause of the present epidemic of diphtheria in 
Buenos Ayres is the presence of animals, especially 
hens and horses, in yards, without any pavement, or 
hardly paved. Most of the houses in Buenos 
Ayres have what are known as * patios,” 
There are open spaces within the houses. Some 
houses have three or four of these “ patios,’ and 
frequently, especially amongst the poorer classes, 
the back “ patio” is not paved, and hens are kept 
onit. The soil of Buenos Ayres is of a very re- 
tentive character,’ consequently — these unpaved 
“patios” enclosed, as they are, by walls, which 
obstruct a thorough ventilation, are highly favour- 
able to the production of dampness. Hens which 

live on these damp soils become a prey to diph- 
theria, and children who play in these back yards 
contract the disease from these hens, 
; Of the 260 houses which I examined | found that 
wm wore Ke in 14, and ofthe remain on 
= tine } Des essa immediately adjoining in 

» Instances, the separation of the yard in some 
cases being so insignificant as to make the two 
houses a single one, ” 

1 found that 35 per cent. of those who died from 


diphtheria lived in houses where horses were kept, | 


or in houses immediately adjoining stables Men 
tion may here be made of the statistics of some of de 
Huropean armies with relation to diphtheria mortal it 

In the French army there are three times as - e 
deaths from this disease amongst cay lec. 
infantry troops. The same holds good for Ger 
many. Diphtheria is three times = fatal j pe 
cavalry as in the infantry regiments while j Ah : 
gary the disease prevails very little S ae 


in the army, 


alry as amongst | 
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but where it does prevail it selects its victims 
chiefly from the cavalry regiments, | I found that 
of the houses where diphtherial patients died, and 
where some of the following animals existed—hor- 
ses, hens, pigeons--85 percent. had back yards 
without any pavement, or with very imperfect ones. 

I do not for a moment wish to state that diph- 
theria in the human subject has no other origin 
than that just mentioned. It is, however, ascer- 
tained that diphtheria in the human subject may be 
due to dampness, to the removal of mixed deposits 
of vegetable and animal matter after they have been 
in intimate union for some time, to infected milk, 
and lastly, but very rarely, to infected water. 


Unlawfully Practising as a Veterinary Surgeon. 


At Northampton Borough Petty Sessions, Stephen 
Pettifer, Condivell, Wilts, was summoned for unlawfully 
practising as a veterinary surgeon or practitioner, in 
using title on the 12th July last—Mr. G. Phillips ap- 
peared for the prosecution on behalf of the Royal Col- 
lege of Veterinary Surgeons, and the defendant was re- 
presented by Mr. Montagu H. Chubb, of Malmesbury.— 
Mr. Phillips said the College was not at all vindictive 

'in the matter, but he alleged that the defendant was a 
very old offender. As far back as 1886 the defendant 
promised, by his advocate, on the withdrawal of a sum- 
mons against him at Malmesbury that he would not in 
future take or use the title of Veterinary Surgeon. 
Those who had qualified for Veterinary Surgery by 4 
course of training must protect themselves against 
those who took the title without a right. He a!so men- 
tioned that the circular was ingenious, for it stated 
“ Pettifer and Son, M.R.C.V.S.,” and the son was really 
a member of the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons ; 
but the defendant was not.—John Everard, of the Vale 
Farm, near Naseby, deposed that at the Woolpack Inn, 
Bridge Street, the defendant gave him a circular, which 
stated that he was a veterinary surgeon—Frank John 
Burton, Turner Street, Northampton, clerk to Messrs. 
Becks and Green, deposed to receiving the circular pro- 
duced at the Woolpack Inn. He knew that Ernest 
Stanton had changed his name to Pettifer, and assumed 
the style of Thos. Pettifer and Co., and witness knew 
that proceedings had been taken by the latter agaist 
the defendant.—Mr. Chubb said on the day the defen- 
dant was circulating the circulars spoken of he was not 
accountable for his actions ; and five days afterwards he 
was confined in a lunatic asylum. He declared that the 
defendant was no quack, but had enjoyed a very large 
practice in Wilts and other counties. He declared that 
the circular produced by the prosecution had been out of 
circulation a considerable time, and the circular used, 
and sanctioned by the College, was “ Stephen Pettifer, 
original proprietor,and T. Valentine Pettifer, M.R.C.V.»- 
During the whole month of July the defendant was ® 
wandering lunatic—T. Valentine Pettifer, son of the 
defendant, gave evidence in support of this statement, 
and said the defendant had been five times in an asylum. 
Defendant was doing no business in July, and sent wi 
ness no orders. He thought the defendant must have 
taken the old circulars by mistake. Witness had no 
circulars bearing the name of “ Stephen Pettifer, vetert 
nary surgeon.”’—The Bench retired, and on returning 
considered that a technical offence had been comm ’ 
_and that the evidence did not conclusively show t at . 
| defendant was not responsible for his actions 08 pee 
particular day—A fine of 20s. and 27s. costs 
imposed. 
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The Vety. Surgeons’ Act—failure to recover fees. 


At the Oundle County Court, on October 15th, Mat- 
thew Cox, farrier, sued Thomas Stokes, farmer.—Plain- 
tiffwas represented by Mr. Elglish, and defendant by 
Mr. J. Attar. Claim £5 5s., for work and services ren- 
dered at defendant’s request in the treatment of an 
entire horse between the dates Nov. 25th to Jan. 30th, 





1889, £410s. The like in respect of a grey mare, 15s. 
The defendant paid 15s. into court, with costs propor- 
tioned thereon, for blistering and treating a grey mare, 
and the defendant dented the residue of plaintiff’s 
claim.—Plaintiff stated that in the back end of 1888 he | 
met defendant in the train, near Oundle, and defendant | 
said he wanted a horse treating, and asked him to attend 

to it. He went overto Warmington, saw the horse, an | 
entire colt. He found it suffering from a distension. of | 
the capsular ligament, enlargement of the hock. From 
November 25th to the 30th he used two boxes of blister, | 
and applied another on December 17th and 20th, and 

two boxes more in January, 1889, and afterwards used 

more blisters. Defendant then told him not to do any | 
more to the horse but to blister the grey mare, which he 
did, and for which defendant had paid 15s. into court. | 
He afterwards saw defendant in Wanstead.—Cross ex- 
amined by Mr. Attar: He was nota certified member 
of the M.R.C.V.S. He did not say when bargaining, 
“ No cure no pay.”—Francis Percival, farmer, Thorn- 
haugh, said he saw plaintiff and defendant in the street, 
and he heard Stokes say, “ I'll have no more done to the 
horse,” or words to that effect—Mr. Attar: When was 
that /—Witness hesitated, and plaintiff was heard to 
whisper, * Last year.’—His Honour then called plain- 
tiff to him, and said—Did you whisper to the witness /— 
Witness: Yes, I said * Last year.””—His Honour : Then 
you have been guilty of great misconduct, and I fine you | 
58. on the spot.—Plaintiff paid the amount, and ex- | 
pressed his regret-—For the Defence Mr. Attar stated | 
that under the Veterinary Surgeons Act of 1881, sec. 17 | 
and 18, plaintiff was not entitled to recover in any man- 
nevt.—His Honour wished that had been noticed earlier 
in the case. It is clear the plaintiff is not able to re- 
cover, and as for the goods supplied, they were used in | 
work performed, and I shall therefore dismiss the ac- 
tion.—His Honour then asked Mr. Registrar to remit 
the fine, and cautioned plaintiff not to commit such a 
contempt again.—Peterborough Standard. 











actively motile, and flagella could well be demon- 
strated. Dr. Behr suggests that this is another 
proof that bacilli may for a time lose their specific 
characteristics ; and although we are as yet unable 
to determine the exact conditions under which these 
characteristics are lost, such isolated facts enable us 
to hope that in time we may be able to modify the 
conditions under which different organisms exist, 
and that we may at will cause specific micro- 
organisms to lose their colour, enzyme and toxine 
producing powers. 


The Baltimore Veterinary School. 


The Baltimore University School of Veterinary 
Science is now open for active work and bids fair 
to become a success under the charge of Professor 


Ward and his colleagues. The spacious premises 
1513 East Baltimore Street, and the university 
building have been leased to the faculty. There is 


an excellent stable, holding forty horses; spacious 
shoeing forge, an operating box and pharmacy on 
the ground floor, and on the second story three 
large rooms, forty feet long and twenty feet wide, 
to be used for anatomical and microscopical studies ; 
a museum, students’ room and lecture room for de- 
monstrations, etc. It is proposed by the faculty 
to receive interesting cases for treatment, which are 
the property of poor people, at a nominal charge 
sufficient to cover board and medicine prescribed. 
Owners can have horses and dogs treated in the 
hospital by becoming subscribers to the school, but 
itis not the intention of the faculty to compete 
against the interest of the city practition- 
ers, for it is desired to obtain their interest in 
the school, and to solicit them to send singular and 


‘interesting cases to the school infirmary, the use 


of which is offered to them free of charge. A limi- 
ted space is set apart for cows. 
In 1889 the Baltimore University directors paid 


| Professor Ward a visit, requesting him to lecture at 


“Blue Milk.” 


> Dr. P. Beur (Centrulblatt f. Bakt u. Parasitenk., | 

bd, Vili, No. 16, October 8th. 1890) gives the results 
of a series of experiments on the bacillus of blue 
milk in which the power of colour production was 
lost. Observations have already been made in 
Ccennection with the loss of the colour-producing 
power of the bacillus prodigiosus and Bb. pyocy- 
ss = he refers to Dr. Heim’s observation on 
ina a in connection with the bacillus of 
sets of blue mj e made his experiments with three 
nothine - =— bacillus, and, although there was 
found Lange lar about the plate cultivations. he 
lised Tk rey of them produced no colour in steri- 
: MUX, In neutralised agar, and in neutralised 


apna in very old cultivations. That it was 
A later period lus was Proved by the fact that at 
latic ¢ ae, other cultivations, the character- 

orour reaction was obtained. In ali cases it 


tained its morphological peculiarities, it was | 


still re 


the University and form a school. To this he 
agreed, provided he could get others to join him in 
the undertaking. This ended in the formation of 


a faculty, with Dr. W. H. Wray. as dean, and Dr, 
Kk. Ward, as president. ‘This session’s fees have 
been so encouraging that the school is now launched 
on a fairly sound basis and it is the determination 
of the faculty to make it a success, and of some 


‘value to the state in the investigation of causation 


of specific diseases, endangering the live stock of 
the state. 


Registration of Dogs. 


Uwiug to the entire absence of rabies in Middle- 
sex during the quarter ended on September 50th last, 


the County Council have recommended the Board of 


Agriculture to withdraw the muzzling order, and 
lave appointed a committee to draw up regulations 
(in case the Roard agree to the proposal) for the 
registration of all dogs in the county. 
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Fellows and Members of the Royal College of 
Surgeons. 

The report from the Council of the College of 
Surgeons, which we summarised last week, displays 
very clearly the autocratic spirit which animates the 
government of the institution. The present move- 
ment in favour of reform at the College started well 
in 1884, when the Council of the College submitted 
their suggested alterations in the Charters to a 
general meeting of Fellows and Members. A 
difference of opinion, however, soon arose in conse- 
quence of the claims of the Members to equal elec- 
tural privileges with the Fellows. A feeling strongly 
adverse to the pretensions of the Members was 
aroused in the constituency of Fellows, and the cry 
of * spoliation of the Fellows” was raised. The 
elections of 1889 and 1890 were the reflex of this 
emotional disturbance, and the result has been 
seriously to hinder the cause of reform. The con- 
tingent of reformers in the Council, though high- 
minded and sincere, is too weak to make headway 
against the adverse tide, nor will they be able to do 
so until they have been reinforced by colleagues 
with sufficient initiative and backbone to temper the 
autocracy of the ruling spirits in the Council, and 
to promote those reasonable concessions to the 
Fellows and Members which are in accordance with 
the spirit of the times, conducive to the harmony 
and well-being of the College, and essential to the 
development of the professicn at large.—The Lancet. 


The Council of the Royal College of Surgeons. 


At the coming meeting of Fellows and Members,"on 
November 6th, Mr. Lawson“Tait will move the follow- 
ing resolution ;: “That this meeting of Fellows and 
Members of the Royal College of Surgeons of Eng- 
land, having considered the Report of the Council, 
dated October 9th, 1890. is of opinion that immediate 
steps should be taken to forward the introduction 
early in the next Parliamentary ‘session of a Bill to 
amend the constitution of the College, so as to se- 
cure to the Members a just representation in and 
upon the governing body of the College. This 
meeting further expresses its deep regret that the 
Council has as yet shown no disposition to meet the 
wishes of the Fellows and Members, in spite of 
their repeated protests.”— British Medical Journal, 

[There are Veterinary Surgeons who offer as an argu- 
ment in favour of our Ninth Clause the statement that 


the ‘Royal College of Surgeons exist i ity ¢ 
poo ae ia g st in unity and 





Dr. Koch’s Investigations.—Possible Extention of 
the Discoveries, * 
The National Zeitung writes that Dr. Koch wishes 
to be relieved of his academical duties at Berlin 
University in order to devote himself entirely to 
special researches. The cure of tuberculosis only 
constitutes the most important step in the doctor's 
investigations, the scope of which also embraces all 
infectious diseases, and includes inflammation of 
the spleen, cholera, diphtheria, typhus, e. 
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CORRESPONDENCE. 


Original articles and reports should be written on one side 
only of the paper, and authenticated by the names and addresses 
of the writers, not necessarily for publication. 

Communications for the Editor to be addressed 20 Fulham 
Road, S.W. 


A NEW CHARTER—YES OR NO. 
SIR, 

For some time past I and others have thought that in 
the interest and well-being of the profession a New 
Charter was required in order to correct certain anoma- 
lies in those already existing. It seems to me that the 
time has now arrived for action; the Council, which is 
elected by the members of the profession, are always 
ready, and willing to move in any way that the majority 
of the profession indicate, but they must be assured that 
any suggested alteration is really the wish of the greater 
number of the members of the body corporate. In order 
to enable them to come to a correct decision on this 
point I have taken upon myself to issue a circular to the 
whole of the members of the profession, asking them to 
reply to certain questions; this I trust every one will do, 
and I can assure them that their views shall be placed 
before the Council. I would also impress upon them 
the necessity of taking greater interest in the election of 
their representatives, and of voting only for those candi- 
dates whose opinions are known, and expressed. Hither- 
to it is to be feared that this has not been the case, but 
men are voted for, simply because they hold a certain 
social, or professional position, and without a thought 
| as to their opinions on the politics of the profession. A 
copy of the circular is enclosed herewith, and I shall be 
| obliged if you will give it prominence in the next issue 
‘of The Record. ; 
Yours faithfully, W. J. Munvey, F.R.C.V.S. 








27 WaLPoLe STREET, 
Lonvon. 8.W., 
November, 1890. 
Dear Sir, 
With the assistance of a few professional friends 
I have undertaken to try and obtain the direct opinions 
of the whole profession upon the three points on which 
rest the demand for a New Charter. 


The question is now before a committee of ihe 
Council, and I should be very much obliged if you would, 
kindly give me your opinion, on the enclosed: post card, 
of each of the following questions :—Is it desirable 


1. To alter the “ Ninth Clause,’ so that Members 
should have restored to them the privilege ° 
acting as Members of Council. 


2. To make the Council entirely Elective, so that the 
Council should be wholly elected by the votes 
of the profession, and that Vice- Presidents 
should only be chosen from the members of 
Council. 

3. To limit the Dual Appointment, so that Members of 
the Examining Board should not be able to take 
part in their own election or be able to vote 
upon any matter in which their official con- 
duct is being considered by the Council. 


The words “ Yes” or “No” after each question 
on the card will be sufficient, but I shall be only too 
glad if you will in addition kindly favour me with a 
fuller expression of your views. 


Yours iF UL VEY. 








